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Jeathery flakes are dancing, dancing, I
In the gray morn’s frostly gleam—

Heralds they of reindeer prancing
From the gardens of our dream—

From the bright land of the EI-KU g,
Where the bon bons gaily grow

Just like sweets of scmmer garlens,
Where the tulips smile in rov.

E’eatharr flakes are falling, filling, '
From the skies in softest v/ay:

And between our volees calling:
“Soon it will be Christrr.as Day!"

Don’t you know how in tie springtime,:
Wintry snows ace seatfered wide

Erethe lovely purple biossoma
Dare to peep from wiore they hide?

Feathery flakes . ro ¢ fting, sifting,
Through the chil! Decombor air—
Herd, and there, und ~snder drifting

Making everything more fair;
linem ~ !

ur dainty guests to p.ease.
“

- doon the bon bons will be falling ' s |

As the flakes have fall'n to-day, !
And the children will be enlling
To their patron snint 50 gay:
“Ah! we knew when cams the snowflakes
You would come, dear Santa Claus—

For we al+ays (you remember)
Enow the wind's way by the straws.”

Boon the trees as fair asany
That eivoes have wrenthed with snow,
Will be plauted—0O! g9 many!
In our better homes, And lo'
Bomelhing better fae than snowfakes $
Shall be hung abour their green-
CUnndies, 1oys and fairytapers
Lighting up the merry scene, /
Aud the children dancing, dancing,
Tl all tired their little feet,
Eball, with half-shut eyes up-glaneing. ;
Wonder: “Why is lile so sweet?”
And gomn tender voice shall whisper— 4
Flake-like Inlling from above: i
“Ohristmas is 50 sweel, my darling
Just beeause its king is Loye!”

THE JoY OF MARGERETTA

A CHRISIMAS STORY. _—
LEARLY defined

ing across the aisle
of the old church
the hill, the
gray, lonely build-
ing that had stood
there to long, amid
sunshine and sha-
dow, watching, as
it were, the peace-
ful village in the valley below.

Above it the pine treee, green even
fu winter, waved their long branches
restiessly in the wind and flung their
weird reflections over the snow, the
white, golt snow, that covered all the
hillside as with n mantle of palest vel-
vet.

And the day was beginning to close
in, to spread its gray wings over ihe
dim sky snd the snow-bound world,
lightened only by the warm gleam
that came from mauy a window 1n the
village. The alternoons were short
now, said the buastling frauen to each
other, as they went about their work;
but, alter all, was it not the eve of the
Christmas feast, and what could one
expect? Fo the coltages wers warm
and cozy, and tho pine logs in the

on
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THE FAMILY GATHERING,

tiled stoves crackled and burned away
merrily, and few were the footsteps
that passed over the snow ontside.

Ag {he eclock in the tower chimed
four, old Johann Maria entered the
dimness of the church wupon the hill,
where soft red lights shone like far-
away stars before the altar. There were
a few other dark figures already there,
kneeling to whisper a prayer at an old
osken prie-dien. But they looked up
as the old man came forward, and
gathered together more closely. He
would say the evening lilany,perhaps,
and they would join in the solemnly
sweet responees, breathing in éach
heart the names of their dearly loved
ones,and committing them to heaven’s
safe keeping for the night.

And old Johann Maria, as they had
expected, kneéling in the soft halo

ghat the lights made, began thoe old,

old words thst they knew so well, and

t they followed eo earnestly, while
the wind wailed outside over the snow
onthesteep whiteroad. And Amalie and
Porchen and Aids, girls with fair
¢resses and eves blue as the skies of
the Fatherland in the sweet summer-
t{ime, listened and prayed in sll the
fervor of youth and hopefulness and
joy. Wasnot to-morrow the feast of the
Christ-ohild. And had not the sacristan

Ni-’,ﬂl. ]

already brought beautiful wreaths of
berried holly and white-veined ivy-

pit and the choir-stall? Yes, it wasa
time of joy and gladness, this Christ-
mas season, and they were very, very
happy. Why not so? Every oune was
gay and glad at Christmas time, when
there where kuchen in the cottages,
and little fir trees laden with presents,
and sugar angels to be bought at the
thops or the market in the town yon-
der, to remind them of the great
Christmas long ago, when the angels
sang over the star-lit fields at Bethle-
hem. ' '

And by and by, that same evening,
there would be n great service, when
the priest would pray and preach, and
they would all listen, oh! so intently.

But now there was only the quiet-
ness of the little church, with its scent
of the freshly-cut boughs, and the
quavering, monotonous voice of
Johann Maria repeating the old
litany, as he had repeated it so many
times before in the same place and in
the same ncoents.

There was another girl in the
corner, kneeling at her prie-dieu, and
whisperiog the words of the sweet old
petitions with white lips and an aching
beart. Christmas broanght only sor-
row for her, she said to herself, There
wae no gladness for her to expect, no
loving voice to give her the Christmas
greeting, no tender lips to press her
owwn in that love sweeter than others,
even af the seagon of nniversal love.

No, all was dark and dreary—dreary
as the shadows that fell npon the
white snow; and while the others re-
joiced and looked forward to keeping
the festival her heart was heavy and
her thoughts roamed back, pitilessly,
painfully, to a bygone day—a day
that was mearked with the shadow of
death,

It was Christmas time again, and
the priest bad preached and prayed,
and given the old beautiful benedic-
tion, that floated ont like a message
from Heaven over the kneeling people
—over her lover and hersell.

Ah! her lover!

He had been kneeling by her eide
then, with the lights flashing on bhis
soldier’s coat and his brave, handsome
face, and sho had heard his voice
throughout all the service, in ringing,
clear tones that she knew and loved so
well, go truly and passionately. And
she had been so happy, so very very
happy, although thé thought of the
morrow’s parting had come even now
and then to her heart, witk the throb-
bing pain of gsome sorrowful dream.
But he had begged her to forget—to
forget all the pain of parting for that
one day. *‘Let us be happy together,
sweetheart,” he had said, looking into
her eyes with his own, ah! filled with
so much love and tenderness.

And ehe had obeyed him, as she
always would obey the voice that was
moze to her than life itself, and they
had been happy—perfectly, passion-
ately happy—in their great, anfath-
omable love,

““What is love?"’ he said to her, as

watching the star gleams, like pcints
of diamonds, flash on the dark waters
of the Neckar: ‘“What is love?’ he
had asked, and she had looked up to
the heautiful, grave fase before she
answered : v .

‘“‘Love is the most perfect and the
holiest of friendships, my beloved. It
means the merging of one’s self into
another’s being, and the living for an-
other, It is based on sympathy,
deepest and truest, and its keynote is
unselfishness, It is something that
cennot die. for it belones to God. and

Jeaves to twine round the carved pul-

SRR

they walked home in the evening, |

is given by Him to us as the best gilt
from His Heaven, 1t isholy, eternal,
ever-abiding, and ib is ours, yoursand
mine—the most perfect union of
hearts, my dearest ome, in the fen-
derest, truest sympatby.”

S0 the had spoken, as they went
down the river-bordered road together,
band in hand, with the evening wind
moaning among the pines, and the
Christmas chimes ringing out from the
tower in the distance. And he had
stooped and kissed her, kissed her
over and over again with burning |
kisses that lingered om her lipsall |
throvgh the long long aferwards,
when they were parted by a darker
tide than even the swiftly flowing
Neckar.

That was her dream of Christmas
—the tryst under tho wings of the un-
seeing night; the words that he had
said to her over and over again, “I
love youl Ilove you! I loveyou!”
~—words that she mever, never lired of
heariog, and that he never tired of
saying; and alterwards the mirth and
music of the family gathering in the
warm homestead, where Johann Maria
told wonder/ul stories, and Amalie
and Dorchen sang tender love-lieder
or wild ballads of the mountains.

Apnd in the faint grayness of the
morning, one ecene more. The sol-
dier in his travel-stained great coat,
with tears in his blus eyes, and pas-
sionate pain drawiog deep lines on his
pale face, and his love biding a last
good-by, while the stars paled and
the tardy daylight struggled info the
cottage. And, with quivering lips,
she had whispered of hope, of their
next meeting, of the brave deeds that
he was to do, of the patient waiting
that would bring them such joy at
last. And he knew that she was right,
that his own heart told him the same
story, while he kissed his dear, dear
love over and over again, murmuring
the “*Auf wiedersehen' that he knew
would bring her comfort. *“My
heart's beloved, God keep you,"” she
gaid, brokenly, with her sweet arms,
for the last time, clinging “about his

‘THE LAST GOOD BY. _
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neck, and Her head pillowbd on his
strong shounlder.

And then she had raised her lips to
his for the last, long kiss, and it was
over with her heart's story, told in

that one ‘‘Auf wiedersehen.” . -
'F‘ ,;--_ T

Ah! the peasant’s litany was over,
and the women had gone out softly,
while the ripple of the girls’ voices
sounded already some distance down
the hill. . ¢

Johann Marie had followed them,
and the sacristan had brought in a
great bunch of red holly-berries to
decorate the altar.

And she must go, too, passing out
into the night orce more. They had
left her to her own thoughts, these
happy girls, and she was glad of it.
She knew their sympathy and loved
them for it. and thex would be very

-]ing, “*Ach! the poor Margaretia!

{ and sigh & soft “Yes.”

| Christmas, and of her love, her own,

' and sad ; and this was a living, throb-

tender with her all through the feast,
she felt.

Even now, perhaps, Amalie was say- |
Is
it not two Christmas festivals sinee
her lover died ia the war?” And the
others would look grave for a moment
Ah, it was
trune. Two long, dim years had passed
away since the skirmishes on the
frontier land, where, amid the dry

heather and the dead bracken, they|

had told her that her lover had disd,

But that was all. They knew not

where his body had been rested; they | &
knew not whether he had suffered | &

agony or had parted with his brave
goul in the heat of the battle, All wa
vague, nocertain; only her lover wag
gono from her—gone, gone, she knew
nol where, _
As she went down
that Christmas Eve alone some one
was waiting under the shadow of the
bending pine trees, Some one came
forward to meet her with a quick, glad
ery of joy and heart’s delight. Was
it a dream as the thonghts in the
church yonder had been—a dream of

her life's love, but lost to her—lost?
Nay, for a voice spoke to her, and
dreams have no voices, they are silent

bing voice, full of passion and ten-
derness.

*‘Heart's beloved! Sweet one!” he
was calling her—all the old dear names
that she remembered so well; and his
kisses were burning once again on her
lips and brow, and his oyes were tell-
ing her all the love his loyal heari
bore for her. He had come back to
her, to his Margaretia, back to his
life's love, from the very gates of
death | .

And, clasped to his breast, in the
hush of the evening, with her tired
head gesting on his heart, they heard

the bells ring out for the eve of the
festival—the festival of Perfect Love.

By-and-by he told Ler the story of
his wanderings, of his supposed death,
of Lis captivity and escape, and she
listened, with ber hands still locked
in his and with her glad eyes fastened
on his face.

And at the service time they returned
thanks in the brightly lighted church
on the hill, gay with holly and ever-
green and the morrow’s high holy day.
And whea tbe music ceased and the
others wznf softly away, together they
etill knelt on, while each loving heart
breathed its tender petition and whis-
pered its thanks for the others' happi-
ness, For the “‘Aufl wiedersechen”
had been spoken in {ruth, and they
ehnll keep Christmas together.—The
Lady.

e ——— - -
Christmas of Childhood Days,

“My first thought of Christmas,”
says Lillie Devereux Blake, ‘‘is of the
great playroom at my grandmother’s,
where we children gathered for our
evening frolics; of the fun we had in
the warmth and light, while sleet
struck its iey fingers across the win-
dows or the hoar frost covered the
glass with fantastic lines of beauty; of
the faces of those gathered there, eo
young then, that are growing old now
or have faded from this world forever.
Then there comes a wider vision of the
Christmas of the world, of the joy
bells ringing in many lands for the
feast of love and good will, of the
hearts made happy by the gifts, the
kindliness, the good cheer that brings
light to the humblest home, sc thai
there is hardly any being so forlorn
that some ray of brightness does not
reach him. Then yet agaie, and
deeper, is the reflection of what the
festival means., It is the celebration
of the eternal miracle of maternity,
the wonder of birth into the activities
of this world, that has been in all ages
and by all peoples observed ot tome
period as an occasion for gladness ; the
welcome those elready here give the
new born soul to the brief, passionate
years of human happiness and human

despair that we call life.” =R

Mother Gets Her Instruclions, i

If you're waking, call me early,
Call me early, mother dear,
For long before 'tis daylight
In my stocking I would peer,

It you're waking, call me early,
Rouse me up at four o'clock;
FPor I want to see what Santa Claug

| Has puf into my sock,

3
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| between the Easter gift snd the Christ-
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How to Make a Pretty Fffect in the
Glowing Light.

The firet step in the work of trim-
ming the Christmas tree is to tack a‘
square of crash to the floor under the
free. This saves the oarpet from the;
drippings of numerots candles and
the general debris which the disman-.
tling of the tree invariably occasions,
The green tub, in which the tree
Should stand, supported by three
@ross pieces of pine nailed to the edge
d hold it securely in place, is almost
Bure to be in the housewile’s posses-
Conceal this by a covering of
hite coiton batting, dusted thickly
fith coarsely powdered mica to re-

r ~snow, says the Philadelphia
eover it with imitation

the shops at a trifling cost. The laiter
is really the better plan. It is sim-
pler, cleaner and more effestive.

The newest conceits tor tree decora-
tions are artificial fruits and vegeta-
bles, which are cunpingly devised,
Tied to the tree with bright ribbons,
they form a pleasing contrast to the
green foliage. Fairies, dressed in
wonderfal gowns of bright colored
paper, looped with narrow bebe rib-
bor are bought at a low figure. Santa
Claus, who should, without fail, crown
the top, is not an expensive addition.

In lighting the tree, modern ecience
comes strongly to the fore. If there
are electric lights in the house, an at-
tachment is easily made, whereby the
tree can be lighted with tiny incande-
scent bulbs of different colors. In
case the house is without electric
lights, a storage battery may be ob-
tained at moderale cost. From this
the same resulis are secured. This
modern style of illumination removes
the old-time danger of the tree eatch-
ng fire from its lights, but it is also
open to the objection of dispelling the
romantic glow which came from in-
numerable candlee. Eo the great ma-
jority of people still prefer the can-
dles, which seem to be a part of the
Yuletide.

For convenience in distributing the
gifts, it isa good plan to place on
each gift a number, while the mistress
of the ceremonies keeps a written list
of each member of the housebold,
with their corresponding check. The
disiribution is usually made by the
child or children for whose enjoywent

the tree is arranged.
A ——

The Joys of Chrislmas,

One of the most blessed things about
Christmas is that it makes so many
people feel young, writes Edward W.
Bok, ir Ladies’ Home Journal, It is
the oue seacon of the year when every-
body feels that they can dismiss ab-
struse thoughts, put dignity aside,
forget the worries of the world, and
for a time return to their youth., It
alwaye seems a pity that men try to
conceal this feeling so often at Christ-
mas, Only a few men are capable of
being gracefully caught in the act of
making a miniatore irain of ocars go
over the carpet. Oateh them at it a
night or two before Christmas, and
nine out of every ten will instantly
get up from the carpet, brush the
dust from the knees of their trousers
—for dust will get on the carpets of
the best regulated homes—and imme-
diately begin to apologize. I have
often wondered why men r2sent being
caught in this way. But a woman
feels differently, and it is a blessed
thing that she does.

AT ==

Superstitions of Christinas,

The superstitions of Christmas are
more numerous even than the observ-
ances which owe their origin to heath.
enish rites. Among certain Earopean
peasants the belief still prevails that
on Christmas morning oxen always
spend a portion of the time on their
knees, This they do, according to the
peasante, in imitation of the ox and
the ass whioh, a legend states, were
present at the manger and knelt when
Christ was torn.

In certain counties of England the
idea prevails that sheep walk in pro-
cesgion on Ohristmas Eve, in com-
memoration of the glad tidipgs first
announced to shepherds, Bees aresl.
go enid to sing in their hives on the |
night before Christmas, and h:end!
baked at that time never becomes |
mouldy—at least ec once thought

many English housewiv.__
—_— —e———— ———

" The Epicure’s Bird,

The eagle has the laugh on the tur-
key at Christmas time.—Philadelphia [
Record. . _

“Sfometimes,” said Uncle Eben, ‘‘de
houses dat has de bigges' fam'lica sn’
de littles’ tuhkey seems ter hab de
mos’ Christmas in 'em.”—Washington
Star.

The Goose—*“What's the difference

mas turkey ?” The Turkey—'I dun-
no.” The Goose—**Why,one is dressed
tokill and the other is killed to dress.”
—Truth. - : {

DECEMBER CROP ESTIMATE.

Cotton Figures — North Carolina’s
Showing—Other Statistics.

The December rcturns to the statistieal di-
vision of the Department of Agricuitum

shows a copsiderable improvement ia the
condition of the cotton crop as campared
with the Department’s last report. _This r:g-
plies especially to North Caroclioa, Florida
and Georgis, where the conditions bave
been favorable to the maturity of the top
erop. Many reports say the yield has ex.
ceeded expoctations, owing to the large aere-
age of this year, and the late and dry fall
favoring the maturation of late crop, rosts
are reported to have done somo damage to
tho top crop In Arkansas, Louisluna, Miss-
fssippi and Pl‘enu. The weathor as n general
thiog has boen exceptional for gllhﬂ'ina
crops, The [cllowing {3 the reported yiel
by Btates, as compared with last year: Ala-
bPama, 116: Arkansas, 112; Floride, 1105
Georgia, 110; Indlan Territory 118; Loulsi-
ana, 126; ma:;iaeilfpi, 112; Missourl, 110;
North Carolioa, 109; Oklahoma, 130; Sonth
Carolina, 105; Tenuessee, 1183; Texas, 123;
Virginia, 118. The general average is 116 2
The Department's flnal estimate of the
crop ol 1895, Lnssd on complete agd revised
reports of the mmovement from each State, is

a8 follows: Alabama, 916 :
s M
erritory, 68,668; l{ .

L)
ann, 518,848; Mississippl, 1,013,328; Missourd,
11,816; North Carolina, 14,108; South Care-
lina, 764,700; Tennessee, 175,560; Texas,
1,905 807; Utab, 104, and Virginia 7,864 bales.
Total erop, 7,161,094 bales
The returns to tno statisticlan of the De-
meat of Agriculture, for the month of
ecember, relate chiefly to the average
farm price of the various farm products
ol agriculture on the first day of the month,
The farm price of corn, as indicated, aver-
ages 21.4 ngainst 25.3 cents last year; average
price ¢ wheat is 72.7 against 50,9 laat yvear;
of rye, 0.3, against 44 las, year; of oats, 18.8,
against 10.9 last year; of buckwheat, 89.1,
against 45.2 last year; of Irish potators, 28.7,
against 26.6 last year; leal tobacco, per
pound, 6.0 cents, agaiost 6.0 last year; hay,
per ton, $6.54, againet §8.85 last year; cotton,
6.6 cents, ngainst 7.6 last year.
The condition of winter wheat on Decem-
ber 1 averaged for the country, 99.5 per cent.,
:galgnat 8L.4 in 1895; 89 in 1894 and 9.5in

In the principal winter whent States the
percontages ars ns lollows: Ohlo, 101; Michi-
Egap, 90; Indiana, 100; Illinois, 99; Missourl,
sgl; Kansas, 103; Nebraska, 93; Califoroia,

The returns wake the acreage of winter
wheat just sown 1052 per cent. of the area
barvested in 1896, T'his estimate, which 1s

reliminary to the completed estimate of

unepext, makes the aren sown for the har-
vest of 1697, 28,086 470 acres.

Conditions for futl wheat seeding through-
out Europe, ¢xceptin Franee and Southern
Russia, reported generally favorable.

Increase in acreage provably nct great,

e I e .
CLEVELAND’S FUTURE.

Pennsylvania Rallroad Will PutOn a
Fast Flyer to Accommodate Him.,

Grover Cleveland's plans for the future
when he retires from office and enters private
life ezain have been settied definitely. Con-
trary to the reports, he will not give up bis
Inw professicp, but will resume the practice

of it saon after he leaves the Whita House,

For some timo it bas been knowa among
bis more intimate [riends that he has accopted
tbe offer of a well-known New York firm to
act as its consulting member, and that his
pame will become ideutilled with it soon
after Marvch 4.

A queer thing fa this counection is Lthat
that grest corporation, the Peonsylvania
raflroad, is to put ou an extra fast ceain just
a3 soon as Cleveland tekes up bis residence
in Princeton, ‘This train will pass through
Prineceton Jration in che morning and wili
leave New York in the afternoon early enough
to land the ax-1'resident in Princeton o time
for dippner. Just why a new train is neces-
sary is not clear, There is a fast traic now
which leaves Princeton Junction at about 9
o'clock in the morping aod reaches Jersey
City shortly before 11, In the alternoon the
Fast Fiying Virginian, one of the best trains
inthe f‘vnnsylvnniu gystem, leaves Jersey
City between 4 and 5 ~'clock aud rcaches
Priveeton an hour aopd a half later. But
there will be A pew fast train just the snme,

Ope of the chiel reasous in selecting
Princetou as their future home was its near-
ness to New York and thoe railroad facilitics
for reaching It. This fact, coupicd with Mra,
Cleveland's preference {or the town, decided
the President iu its favor,

Cleveland’s migratory babit has been far
m’ re pronounced than i& usual among the
Presidents. Tor the last twelve years his of-
ficial Jife bas run in periods of four years,
and for every four of his nataral 60 years he
bas had a new ablding place, That Is the
way bhis migrations averoge. If three re-
moves are equal to a fire, according to the
old saw, then he has had the equivalest of at
least five fires,

TN —
The Committee Named.

In accordance with the instructions of the
Repablican caucus Benator Bherman has
pamed the following Beuators as the special
commities of five to dev.ie legislatlon for
action Ly this session of Congress looking to
an ivterontiopnl monetary conference: Wal-
cott, chairman; Hoar, Chandler, Carler, Goar.,
This is regarded a conservative commmittee
with a majority [riendly to international bl-
metallism. A canvas bas been made among
the Demoerats, and Republicans say they
have enough voutes {n sight to pass a bill in
the interest of lolernational bi-metallism,

- ————— -~

Small Pox and Yellow Fever.

The Marine IHospital Bervice at Washing-
ton has recelved reports of small-pox and
yellow fever lo the C: ban seaports. The

Ugited States sanitary inspector at Havana
reports 220 new cases and 87 deaths {rom yel-
low feve and 54 deaths from small-pox dur-
iog the week ended November 26, Eighty-
three of the 87 deaths from yollow fever dar~
ing the week ended November 26, were
among Spanish soldidrs in military hospitals,
In the eight government military hospitals In
the city and suburbs there aro over 10,000
elck and wounded Spanish soldiers,

a SR SR
To Reduce the Acreage.

The Augusta Chronicle says: *“‘Texas cot-
ton planters are taking steps to ‘bring about
a reduction of the cotton acreage throughout
the South. Mr. J, M. Patterson, correspond-
ing eecretary of the Farmer's Clab, Thorn-
ton, Tex., requests farmers throughout the
Bouth to organize farmers' celubs, Hoe sollelts
correspondence. A gencral reduction of the
pext cotton oroc ean be brought about by co-
operation. 1If this is done better prices will
prevail, The planters of the Bouth should
raise tbeir own food supplies, Cotton wili
then be certain to command higher prices
Dy making cotton a surplus crop BSouthern
fermers can become prosperons. In that
event they would become flually indepen-
dent,”

e ———
Methodist Prize it Highly.

An original copy of the first printed “rules

for the soclety of the peopls called Metho-

dists" has been unearthed at St. Louis, Mo.,

ard as it was published by John and  harles
Wesley over their own sigoatures, in 1743,
and contains the first npeuclus of the litera-
ture of the Methodist church, which now
nubers over 6,000,000 members in the United
States, worshipping In 53,000 religious
edifices of their own. It is n most Interesting
document, not only to followers of that faith,
but to students of religious history.  The
cireular is of four pages, and is falliog to
pleces with age and bandling. This paper is

ellow and the print unreadabls In p

rom the stales of time, |

GOVERNMENT EXPENSE.

Beoretary Carlisle Transmits the Bill
to the House of Representatives.

Becretary Carlisle has transmitted to the
Bpeaker of the Heuse of Representatives the
estimates oflappropriations required for the
fiscal year endilng June 80, 1808, They are
recapitulated by the tities as follows, conts
being omitted:

Legislative establishment, $4,879,820; wxec-
utive establishment, #19,865,952; Juadicial
establishment, §907,120; forvign Intersourss,
©2.082,728; military establishment, $24,202 -
636; naval establishment, £32,434,778; lodiau
affairs, $7,279,625; pensions, $141,528 580,
publio works, $81,487,061; poatal service, 81,
288,?3‘: mhouil lansous, §36,844,216; pur?;}-
pént aasnual appropriations, 120,078,220,
Totals, $421,718, 965, y W

For improvements at the navy yard «t Nor-
folk, Va., £370,000 is nskod,

The total estimates for fortifioations and
otber works of defense is §15,815,2566,

Approrﬂntlom under receat acts arensked
for as follows:

For the Chickamauga and Chatianooga
Natlonal Park, $145,000; Gottysburg National
Par«, $75,000, and $87,000 for the Shileh Ne-
tionel Mui ary Park,

oludeds

Improving harbor at BSavannah, Ga.,

400,000; improving Cumberland Bouzd, Ga.,
and Florl £400,000; improvieg harbor at
Galveston, Tex,, $800,000; ship channe! son-
neotiig the great lakes betwaen Chicago and
Duluth and Buflalo, 1,090 000,

The estimates for the army and navy pen-
slons aggregate §140, 00,000,

Thoere s also an appropriation of $354,000
asked for to enable the United Btates govern-
ment to take part in thoe jowernational ox-
position to be beld in Parls fn 1900,

Other appmgriuuona are requestel ns
follows: For the establishment of auxiliary
fish culturalstations on the Bt. Johu's, Fla.,
$20,000; for the re-coinage of uncurrent sil-
ver colns, §250,000; for paymenta of salaries,
fees and expenses of United States marshals
and their deputies, $1,200,000; for specinl ex-
perimental work in valooning house for
the signal corps, $10,000.

HUNDREDS COMING SOUTH.

Fhey Aro to Bettle In the Southern
Colony, Near Sibley, Ga.

A speclal from Superior, Wis., saysa the
exodus of familles fromthis section of the
countrylo what is termed ““The Fruit Belt™
of Georgin, is beginniog to attract oonsldere
able attention, It Is estimated that already
160 families have disposed of their belongings
In cily and Duluth and taken tracts of
Jand in the South, mostly in the vidaity of
Bibley, Ga., where there is quite a oolony of
Northern people,

hlanr of these psople go down without a
dollarjo the world after paying the f[relght
on ' their housshold goods, and there are
many others who have a comfortable surplus
left to begin work on, Immigration com-

leg backed by tho Southern rallroads,
ave been doing wisslonary work in this sec-
tion for a year, and claim to now havetheir
coloplzation matter falrly started. Ono of
these companies has thirteen thousand acres
of land near Slbley and s selling it at the
rate of §6 per acre, It is guarnoteed to ralse
whatever sny farm fo the United Btates will
produce and independent lncomes Are guar-
anteed as well after a few years, Bince somo
compnnies bave been successful, others bhave
bean formed, Agencies are belng established
at polnts in castern Minnesola and north-
wostern Wisconsin. They are meeting with

unexpected success,

B

TALMAGE TO WED

The Bride Will be Mlss Susle Man-
gum, of Sing Sing, Now York.

In Bing Bing, New York, the engagemesnt
of Miss Busie Mangum, of that village, to the
Rev. T. DeWitt Talmage, of Washington, has
been announced.

Miss Mangum is . daughter of Daniel D.
Mangum, nagrain denler in New York (ity,
living in Bing Sing. Mr. Mangum I8 re-

uted to ben milllonaire, Miss Maugum has
Eecn a popular young soclety woman in Bing
Bing soclety. Daniel D. Mangum Jr., brother
of the future Mré, ‘Talmage, two yenrs ago
mairied Mr. Talmage's daughter, This will
make Mrs, Mangum, after her marriage, the
step-mother of her sister-in-law and step.
mothber-in-law to her own brother. Dr. Tal
mage his daughter's brother-in-lgw,

e date of the wedding is not announced,
but the preparations are under way and it la
thought it will take place in boliday week ox
shortly after the uew year bagins.

RS ipe====C0 .
Beott Jackson Mast Die.

The Court of Appeals hanaflirmed the sen.
tence of death pronounced agaiost Bool
Jackson, at Covington, Ky., for the murde
of Pearl Bryan. The Governor will fix the

date of execullon. The decislon was pre.
sented by Associate Judge Hazleringg., The
oase came before the Court of Appeals on an
appeal from the (ampbell County Clreuit
Court and the decision is thought to mean
the same result later on, ln the appwal ol
Alonzo Walll:.g, seutenced to death as Jaok
son's accomplice,
e —
Washington Happenings.

Mr. 8. W. Woodward bas declined appolot:
mept as chalrman of the committes of ar-
rangements for President MecKinley's inaugu-
ration, and Mr, G. J. Bell, president of the
American Sceurity snd Trust Company, ol
W ashiogton, bas been tendwred and bas ac-
cepted the honor. General Horace Porter,
of New York, has becn appointed marshal for
the lpaugural parade.

Secretary Olney has recelved a eablegram
from Senor Andrade, the Venezuelan Minis-
tor to Washington, who is now in Caracas,
stating that the Venszuelan government bas
accepted the agreemeot reached by the
United States and Great Britaln for the arbi.
tration of the boundary dls?uto and that an
sxtra session of the Venezulian éongmu bas
been called to aoasider tho trealy.

Information has been recelved bere that
Ambassador Bayard has declined with many
thaoks the proposed testimonial which the
London Telegraph suggestod should be rais-
ed by popular subscription o Eogiand as a
m-ri of apprecistion of his efforts to pre-
serve good will between the two countries,
Mr. Bayard takes the ground that his posi.
tion ns ambaseador would prevent his aceept-
ing any gi‘t of the kind proposed. This isin
accord with the views whalch the SBtate De-
partment held of Mr. Bayard’s probable ao-
tisn in the matter.

- ————
Bryan’s Date Changed.

Mr. Wm. J, Brysn has conssnted to change
the opening date of his lecture in Atlanta,

Ga., to December 224, instead of January 5th,
as previously arranged. Tuis will give the
country people a better advantageto hear thy
lecture, I!:eaum they wili be in the eity al-
tending to their holiday shoppiog. After
jecturing here Mr. Bryan will return to bia
homo and remaln until January 10th, when
he will resume his tour, takiong in the prinel-
pal cities of the South. Among those included
are Charictte, N, U,, and Columbia, 8. U.
e ——
Conaty Succeeds Keane,

A dispatch from Baltimere, M. D., says
Cardinul Gibbons is In receipt of an oMaolal
letter from the Pope informiog him that the
Pope bas appolated Rev. Thomns J. Couaty,
D. D., ol Worchester, Mass,, rector of the
Catholie University at Washington, D, O, to
succeed Right Rev. Bishop Keaue

—t
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